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New York Theatre This Week 


Men of Distinction-48th St. Theatre 4/30/53. Martin Gabel and Chandler Cowles 
present new comedy by Richard Conden based on recent Jelke case. Directed by Gabel, 
cast includes Robert Preston, Dabid Burns, Martin Ritt, Orson Bean and Jean Carson. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Bleak House- Bijou 4/20/53. All NY daily critios conplimented Bnlyn Willies 
on his unusual one man production of Dickens! fm ous novel, though only 4 thought 
general public would find it worthwhile. Presented in NYC for a limited 3 week en- 
gagement by S. Hurok, Williams alternates this drematic reading with his mixed bill 
of Dickens’ readings presented last season. Herald Tribune, News,Post and Eagle re- 
viewers thought all theatre fans would find presentation interesting, while Times, 
Mirror and Journal American aisle sitters thought it is strictly limited to Dickens’ 
fans. Each oritic ,pro or con, had his own favorite characters he thought Willies’ 
should have included, which is a give-away on how many NY drema critics are fans of 
the English novelist, Kerr,Herald Tribune, noted that viewing production didn't take 
the place of the book, but it still remains good,spirited fun. Chapmm,News,pointed 
out that Williems' adaption of novel to 35 different characters is an artistic acc- 
omplishment rather then a stunt. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun,believes present 
bill is more substatial and deeply impressive than last season's, dut his col” eagues 
had diverse views on this point. Con sided headed by Punbestines, who doubted if 


Williams’ editing chores were hot too successful in presenting a coherent version 
of thé long novel, Mifror end Journal American thought last year's mixed billof 
readings was mote intdresting to the average playgoers 


The Pink Elephant=- Playhouse 4/22/53-4/25/53, Fine persbnal hotices for TVe 
radio cahedian Steve Alleti,plus sane pleasent words for Patricia Barry and Heywood | 
Hale Broun were recorded by NY¥ daily critics on John G. Fuller's hew comedy present- 
ed by Eugene Pauly Williem I Kauftnan and Blair Walliser, But not one of the reviewers 
thought political farce of the life and loves of a GOP ghost writer funny enmgh to 
rectmmend, Though each did fihd a few funny manents,all agreed that unoriginal idea) 
plus collection of bad gags made script a bore. Many wished Alleti better luck next 
times Simple lack of inventive imagifation,penned Funke,Times, while Kerr,Hetald 
Tribune, reported Ralph Alswang's hotel sets were best item oristagés News critic wish= 
ed soript was better, exactly 80% better. Sole point of encouragement found bf Watts, 
Post,is that author labeled his production a farce,but it turned out to be a terribld 
and repulsive one, Hawkins,WT&S,added that first night audience laughed and applauded 
like good little backers. Show closed after 5 performances, 


Out of Town Reports 


Rodgers & Hammerstein musical of backstage theatge life, Me and Juliet,which 
debuted in Cleveland,is so brillant in stagecraft that it may set a new production 
high water mark for teem,raves Pullen,Variety, Tradepaper reviewer rated cast ex- 
cellent,with several sure hit songs. Critic suggested show's first 2 scenes need 
revamping to start show off fuster..JMasquerade,which was due to open April 27 at 
Alvin,olosed in Philadelphia.Play would as marked NY debut of Veronica Lake in 
new play. Show was pained by Philadelphia daily and trade oritics, 
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Off Broadway ' 


The Grass Harp, Truman Capote's play 
whic rief Broadway run last sea- 
son, presented at Circle-in-the-Square, 
opening April 27. Clarice Blackburn,Ruth 
Attaway and Ray Strioklyn are featured, 
Jose Quintero directed. Saint Subber,who 
presented play on Broadway,is aiding in 
prodw tion of Off Broadway groupe 


The Year Round, all Negro musical post- 
poned opening at Harlem Musical Theatre 
to April 28.+.The Sea Gull presented at 
Bquity Library Theatre April 29-May 3... 
Ruth,Beatrice Kluenter's bibical play 
with music presented April 27 & 29 at 
John Hall Memorial,342 E 63..eDobbs Ferry 
Players presenting Harvey May 1-3...One 
act plays by Strindberg and Wilde pre- 
sented by Journeymen Players at Theatre 
Studio 121 W 54 starting April 50...Span- 
ish play "Esta Noche Juega El Joker" pre- 


sented in Spanish at Master Theatre,River- 


side and 103 by La Farandule Panameri- 
cana Thurs to SunseseeGerman play “Sturm 
im Wasserglas" was presented at Lieder- 
Kratz Clubhouse 6 E 87...labor Theatre 
of Rand School offers The Skin of Our 
Teeth Sats & Suns at Textile High School, 
$51 W 18..eEquity Library Theatre launch- 
ed fund raising campaign with cocktail 
party at Rosoff's. 


On the Plains of Negev, presented in 
Hebrew by Herzileah Teachers Ine 
stitute at 314% 91 on alternate Suns is 
an interesting comdy,expertly directed 
and well acted, praises Rice, Post. Though 
drama editor understands no Hebrew he 
comments that you don't need a knowledge 
of a language to imderstand a comedys 


The World of Sholem Aleichem, played 
in Inglish with cast featuring Morris 

Carnovsky,Howard Da Silva, Ruby Dee 
end Jack Gilford opens May 1 at Barbi+ 
zon Plaza Theatre by Rachel Produc tionss 


' TV & Radio'Dram Notes! 


Arms end the Man presented May 3 on 
CB ibus, ist of several Shaw plays 
to be done in full length on show..%Best 
Plays",with Chapmen, News,as moderator, 
back on air on NBC Radio on Frise.sBole 


Ton,Morning Tele graph,seen on "SRO' AB TY 


' Vaudeville ' 


Palace back to 8 act vaudeville sche- 
dule starting April 27 after successful 
Danny Kaye two-a-day programe Dave Apo- 
llon,Ross & La Rierre, Buster Shaver,and 
Del Ray head the first programs.New sh- 
ows Will start after this on Fris.e. 
Academy of Music dropped vaudeville shows 
after 6 week test..."Saludos Amigos" is 
new Music Hall revue featuring Alma 
Rosita and Antonio Valero,the Calgary 
Bros,and Bobby Brandt. 


Eddie Fisher,making 1st appearance 
after 2 years in Army,okayed in new 
Faramount show by Smith,Billboard,and 
Herm,Variety. Tradepaper reporters noted 
that his stage personality and singing 
ability had matured. Hugo Winterhalter's 
large orchestra also okayed by both. 
Teenagers hysteria reported,but not ex- 
plained. 


' Theatre Books 


Wonderful Town to be published by Ran- 
dom House...Oxford University Press has 
published "An Introduction to Eighteenth 
Century Drama" by Frederick S Boa8.ece 
“Modern Dram" by Martin Lamm, translated 
by K. Elliott published by Philosophical 
Library... 


“Just the Other Day", Ward Morehouse's 
autotiography published by McGraw Hill 
has won unanimous rave notices from the 
book critics who have filed comments on 
NY World Telegram & Sun's drama column 
ist's latest opuse Abel,Variety, terms it 
an extraordinarily readable chronicle, 
and this opinion backed up by North,viTss, 
Du Bois,NY Times, 


"Great Stars of the Aner Stage" 
edited by Daniel Blum panned by Hewes, 
Saturday Review,for having poorly laid 
out photo pages,using photos of :poor 
reproduction quality,and for leaving out 
certain people who belong in a book with 
such a title. Published by Greenberg. 


New books on Shakespeare include: 
"The Sense of Shakespeare's Sonnets" 
by Edward Hubler, Princeton University 
Press..." Themes and Canventions of 
Elizabethan Tragedy" by M.C. Bradbrook, 
Cembridge University Press. 


' Green Room Department ' 


UNTIMELY REVIEWS »seProblem of printing or not printing out of town reviews prior tc 
sceduled opening isn't a strictly American problem. “Stage”, British trade wee'- 
ly urges the minority of London critios catching shows on road before West End 
opening to print little more than news stories. Management deserves a fair 
deal in seeking time to perfect their production before professional debute 


THEATRE IDEAS... Theatre lovers urged to send contributions to John Golden's "Benign 
Pawnshop" which will lend aspiring playwrights money to complete their works by 
Coleman, Mirror...Sheaffer, Eagle,calls to attention of casting agents the open 
Sincerity evidenced in letter from unemployed actor seeking a theatre chance. 
Tony Del Gatto,430 43rd St, Brooklyn.seAward fever solution suggested by Kerr, 
Herald Tribune,who supports movement he just thought up to lump all theatre 
awards together and just let Shirley Booth come and collect theme 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..eReviewing, as it is practiced in any period of the theatre's 
history may be incompetend,but the idea of reviewing is a sound and salutary 
ene,cemments Viatts,Pest. Reviewers help to keep drama on its toes,and also 
make theatre newswor thy,he added...Critics aren't to blame for the so-called 
downfall ef theatre, Helen Hayes said on Chicago WGN TV "Press Conference”, 
Variety Reportsse Decline in theatre has been going on for years,star told 
panel of drama critics,but this is the first time she ever heard critics blamed. 
eoeVariety,feeling that some of the NY critics have not been filing clear 
"Yes" or "No" verdicts may re-instate its famed Critics BoxScore feature in 
1953-54, Abel,Varie ty,reports. Tradepaper rating records how correctly oritics 
predict hit or flop chances of each play. 


MORAL LIS TING..-Answering request from reader that Broadway shows should be labelai 


by the quality of their morals, Chapman, News complies with the followings 
Ficnic:Seduc ti on all over the place...South Pacfic-Liat and Lt.Cable have have 
had affairs 8 times a week since April 1949...etne Children's Hour-charges of 
lesbanisms.eCritic wonders how reader marked off Guys and Dolp as "decm +" 
when Adelaide has been living with Nathan Detroit 15 years before marriage? 


PARENT S TUDY.eeChild Study Association of America panel which meet recently in NYC 
recommended Mrs. McThing and The Fourposter as plays that aid parents in 
the understanding of their children's problems. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESe.sNo normal audierce with regular playgoing habits is what Charles 
Coburn sees as a major thing wrong with US theatre,he told Watt,News. Veteran 
actor believes that generally musicals are better than they used to be,while 
the plays are not as goodesseRoman version of Wonderful Town with Anna Magnani 
in the lead suggested by Italian film star to Hawkins, World Telegram & Sune 


3D LEGITeseIf what goes on at the Fulton Theatre where Seven Year Itoh is presented 
with Vanessa Borwn and Tom Ewell is typical of the theatre, Gould, NY Times TV 
critie warms television and hollywood to start worrying. What with no color, 
ne tubes, no 3D, and especially no commercials, there darn near could be a 
social revolution in the country. As far as he could see there wasn't a single 
man in his undershirt or woman in slacks in audiencés 


NYC Theatre News Round Up 


Mid Summer closed...The Fourposter closes May 2,South Pacfic May 16...Camino Real 
shifted to Wed matinees..."Outer Cirvle” repor tere group picked "Pimio” best play 
of year, Eileen Heckhart,Picnic,best supporting player... Tom Wenning,Newsweek, to 
wed Joan Walker,. 


Critics 


Choice of Current Shows ' 


Critics Choice 
broadcaster critics 
and "Cons." "Pros" 


summarizes the views of NYC daily,weekly, trade journal and 
on current Broadway shows wecr headings "Raves," "Mixed™, 
in chart refer to reviews +.319 critic recommended event for 


an entertaining or stimulating evening in the theatre,not if he judged it a comm 
ercial success. Ratings of revicws from NYC dailies and weeklies appear in alt- 


ernate weeks. THIS WEEK DAILIES. 


RAVES: Beatrice Lillie 7 pro 10/2/52 Porgy & Bess 7 Pro 3/0/63 
——~ Dial MFor Murder 7 pro 10/29/52 South Pacfic 7 Pro 4/7/49 
Guys and Dolls 7 pro 11/24/60 Wonderful Town 7 Pro 2/25/58 
Hazel Flagg 7 pro 2/11/53 
The King and I 7 pre 3/2/51 Children's Hour-6 Pro-Con-News 12/18/53 
Misalliance 7 pro 2/18/53 Crucible 6 pro-Con-H. Tribune 1/22/53 
Moon is Blue 7 pro 3/8/51 Picnic 6 pro-Con-H. Tribune 2/19/53 
7 Year Itch 6 pro-Con-J.American 11/% /s2 
MIXED: Fifth Season § Pro-Con- H. Tribune, Post 1/23/63 
Love of 4 Cols. & pro-Con- Times, News 1/15/63 
My 5 Angels 4 Pro-Con- Times, HeTribune, Post 3/11/53 
Time of Cuckoo 4 Pro-Con= H. Tribune, Mirror, Post 10/16/62 
Time Out For Ginger 4 Pro-Con- H. Tribune, Post, Mirror. 
CONS: Camino Real S Pro-Con. H. Tribune, News, Post,J. Americane 


Wish You Were Here 1 


Pro-Con= Times. H. Tribune, Mirror, Post,J -American ,WT&Se 


' Pros & Cons by TK 


Minus collection of awful topical 
jokes The Pink Elephant might have : 
been an amusing a Olever political 
farce. Judging from title and advance 
stories original plot line was droppeds 
Except for pleasant comedy pottrayls by 
Steve Allen, Heyward Hale Broun and 
. Patricia Barry, result was hodge podge 
of bid gage. Original idea for comedy 
probably got lost in mize of pldy doo- 
tors giving advice to new authors 


Soviet Russia has finally got ar- 
ound to drama critics. Seems the Mose 
cow Literary Gazette is upset because 
meny established drama writers have 
refrained from expressing their op- 
inions on carrmt Soviet theatre. Paper 
editorialiurges more “militant theat- 
rical critioisme"If this is all they 
demand, they should love the NYC drama 
oritios. They aided in killing off 3) 
plays within the past weeke . 


Emlyn Williams presents an amacing 
histronic performance of interest to 
all theatre lovers. One of stage's most 
versatile workers Williams' presents 
35 different characters and large slices 
of Dickens! amusing descriptive prose. 
from “Bleak House.” Argument could,and 
probably is,being debated "Is this the- 
atrd} but ne one can deny Williams gives: 
@ professional and worthwhile performm oes 


Theatre press agents do a fine job of 
promoting plays and musicals. But com=e 
pared to the imagination,nerve and ino- 
luseness of circus prémotion men, they 
merely skim the surface. Monster tie-ins 
with stores,cities,groups,and all media 
make trip to the big show a necessity for 
thousands each years. And just because & 


handful of critics don't approve of the 
.circus'stear attraction this year, the show 
didn't folde Theatre workers can learn 4 
valuable lesson from this busimwss like 
approach to selling entertainmente 


